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that the Heglig region did not belong to Unity state in the South but rather to Western Kordofan state in
the North. This demonstrates the ongoing competing claims about this area.

Since 10 April, SAF warplanes have continued conducting aerial bombardments of South Sudan. At
1:30 PM local time today, 14 April, a SAF MiG 29 bombed Bentiu town in Unity State, killing 5
civilians, wounding 6 others, and destroying the Bentiu market. SAF also released three bombs today
on Bentiu Bridge, aiming to destroy the path between Bentiu and Rubkotna, where one civilian was
killed near the bridge. Two bombs were also dropped on Abiemnhom in Upper Nile State today. A
SAF Antonov plane dropped two bombs on Ajakkuach in Warrap State, and SAF also conducted aerial
bombardment of Majoknhom in Warrap State today. Lastly, bombs were dropped today on Panakuach
village in Unity State, and five civilians were wounded. South Sudan strongly condemns these
indiscriminate attacks on civilian areas, and it calls upon the Security Council, as well as the
international community at large, to continue demanding the immediate cessation of these bombings in
order to protect civilian lives.

This background notwithstanding, the Republic of South Sudan believes that final border demarcation,
along with the other outstanding issues, should be addressed through the negotiations facilitated by the
AUHIP and specifically that the definition of all of the remaining disputed areas must now be directed to
international arbitration. South Sudan is prepared to withdraw its forces from Heglig, as long as an
internationally-monitored mechanism is put in place to guarantee that the area cannot be used to launch
further attacks against South Sudan. We also urge the Council to consider the deployment of neutral
forces to Heglig until the parties reach a final settlement on the disputed areas.

South Sudan reiterates its standing invitation to President Bashir to attend a Presidential Summit at
which all outstanding issues can be discussed and resolved in a definitive manner. South Sudan is
prepared to host such a summit or to participate in one held in a neutral location. We submit that the
purpose of such a summit must be for both states to recommit to the full implementation of the CPA,
and agree a comprehensive framework and clear timeline for resolving all outstanding issues in a
comprehensive manner, including security, borders, and Abyei.

The international community must also continue to support a negotiated solution between the
Government of Sudan and those who maintain legitimate grievances in the Two Areas regarding the
incomplete implementation of the CPA. South Sudan will continue to support such a solution, as we
share a keen interest in resolving outstanding CPA issues relating to the Two Areas. Nevertheless,
negotiations to reach a settlement on the matter of Southern Kordofan and Blue Nile, like Darfur, must
be between the Government of Sudan and the affected people in those areas. We further note that much
of the violence in the border areas between Sudan and South Sudan is being driven by Khartoum’s
unwillingness to negotiate with the parties to the dispute in the Two Areas, as well as its refusal to
implement previous agreements on Abyei. South Sudan supports the Security Council’s call for an
urgent redeployment of security forces from the Abyei Area in accordance with the Agreement of 20
June 2011 and UN Security Council Resolution 1990 (2011). South Sudan notes that SAF forces still
occupy the Abyei Area, following the expulsion of over 110,000 local residents in May 2011, which
involved the widespread looting of property and destruction of livelihoods.

It is now urgent that the parties meet at the highest levels to address these issues. The Republic of South
Sudan is prepared to resume negotiations immediately, and hereby recommits itself fully to the agreed
AU principle of two mutually viable states living side by side in peace. As South Sudan has declared
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repeatedly, this mutual viability will be based not just on the economic stability of both states, but also
on the security of each state's respective borders.

I would be most grateful if this letter could be transmitted to the members of the Security Council as an

official document.

Please accept, Your Excellency, the assurances

¢s Adlino Orifa Oswaha

of my highest consideration.

anent Representative
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