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His Excellency, Vice President of the Repu_b‘lic’_?

Rt. Honorable Speaker of the Transitioaal Natfional Legislative Assembly

Rt. Honorable Speaker of the Council of Stateés.
Honourable Members of this'_A__ugu_s-t House
Members-of the Diplomatic Corps

Distinguish Guests, Ladies and Gentlemen,

1 have come before you on this very important occasion to outline

{__/-/ major policy priorities of the Transitional Government of National Unity
Af

for the year 2017. | am optimistic that this year will be a year of peace
and stability for our country. Your'Government will use a multi-pronged
approach to ensure peace and stability this year.

First, we. will pursue the National D.i_al__cigue@ to unite our people and
rgéto_r‘e’ peace and security in the country. | declaredin this very House

;’f-he. call for National Dialogue on December 14, 2016. Since then, we

have taken steps towards full implementation of this critical national

initiative. Days following the anhnouncement of the initiative, | formed

the Steering Commlttee of eminent persons and a Secretariat to
famhtate the process.

_A!though' the Committee is yet to be sworn in due to my full schedule

/ over the last two months and the need for further consultations, it WI”
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be sworn in early next month Despite the delay to inaugurate the work
of the Steering Commlttee the Secretariat has been doing a lot of work
behind the scene preparations for the process.



-
,

i

i

.31'?.1"

e ——— s

on power as anti-peace elements claim.

'__..-'f"'EquaIIy_,__ we have been consulting with odr regional and international
7/ partners and guarantors of the peace agréémeht on this process. | want

to thank them for overwhelming positive response and support to the
National Dialogue.

| want to firmly emphasize in this August House that the National
Dialogue is a key priority for this G_ov‘@rnment and an important
national undertaking designed to unite the people of South Sudan and
to consolidate peace and improve secu.ri.téy in the country. it follows
therei‘ore that t’he Au‘gust H'ou'se §hou|d swn‘tly approy_e_:_mg_

nation to enter dlalogue

I also-want to make it absolutely clear to"thfose“who question and doubt

~ our intentions and to our r"egi'onal and ihternatibnal par‘tners that the'

S

tactic or a calculated strategy by the govemment to consohdate its grip

We are not in the business.of playing tricl{s, we are a government and

" our business is to work for the ‘unity of the people of South Sudan,

protect the sovereignty and territorial iinfte’gjr’ity’ of this land and to
uphold our constitution and international obligations.

. | therefore call upon our partners and thdse in the opposition to cast

any doubts aside and join the National Di-éilogu'e as we genuinely seek
to restore peace and security through the unity of our people.



The National Dialo‘gue is a-genuin-e d'e'sire of-th'é p'ec'ap!e of South Sudan
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To ensure that the process achieves its stated objectlves the Natlonal

and so our supporters should stand behmd the Steermg Commlttee and
the Secretariat.

This is precisely the reason flexibility is a def'i'ning character of this
initiative to accommodate concerhs of many South Sudanese people.
lee any initiative, it is obvious to state that the Nataonal Dlalogue wrll

draw from experiences in other contexts and whlie other experlences

‘may be helpful, all efforts shoold be geared towards charting a unlquew
course for South Sudan

In order to expedite this crucral natlonal rmt|at|ve the Government WIH
'-""'“""""""—H—-—_

""M-—.-—-——---——-——___._.n__...-—-—._..\.‘

" beina pomtton to moblhze add:tlonal resources to ensure successful

implementation of this initiative. We are at an advanced stage of
identifying an mdependent fund ‘manager for _this _process. The

— e e e

Secretariat is workmg out some modalities with the UNDP to effectlve!y
establish the fund.
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As the National Dialogue gathers momentu?m, I call upon the August
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House to take a lead in mobilizing the people of South Sudan for the
grassroots consultations.as well as the region_éal conferences.

Second the Transitional Government of Natlonal Unity (TGoNU) is
pressing forward with the lmplementatlon of the Peace Agreement |

agreement |s on tract
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The parties recently resolved the differences over the creation of 28

__\_,__states and so we have created four addltlonal states as a compromlse
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the Central Upper Nlle State and | appeal to both the Jreng and Chol!o
communities to embrace each other and enter dialogue to resolve any
outstanding grievances.

In addition to the implementation of the Peace Agreement, the TGoNU
ptans to embark on major security stablhzation initiative this year. This

;"if"'(stabrllzatlon initiative is in line with. the provisions of the Peace

i'—'

.Agreement As a start we are now developmg and |mplementmg a new

Many of you may -have noticed the |mp'roved sec_urlty situation in Juba
«éS' a result of these measures. The hope is to give our police new
capablllties to respond to criminal mudents wrthln 10 _minutes

._.--~_w__u__,,__,....,.,_.w——---—n-—_._“_, e e i



Once this first step of the Smart City Program |s complete, we are going

to_demilitarize Juba and leave it all in the hands of the police. This

/ process will be replicated in all major towns in South Sudan and we are
Y appealing to our partners to help us stabilize security in major
population centers in the country, |

Last year, | declared the need to integrate all the forces by the end of
May 2017 in order to achieve the goal of one national army. We are
working diligently to meet this deadline, but we are facing some serious
challenges. One of the main challenges is the establishment of

s e .

cantonment sites for SPLA-IO forces.

In Equatoria,-the security situation remains largely stable, except for

growing incidents of road robberies and activities of anti-peace
elements around Yei River State. You are aware the First Vice President

/visited Yei and | also visited last month. My visit'was both to celebrate
¥ 100 years of Christianity in Yei and to listen to the concerns of the
instructed the army to protect civilian populations in and around Yei
and to improve its relations with the citizens in the area.
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1 want to assure our citizens in Yei and around the country that the
Government is taking all necessary measures to protect them and their |
properties.

Particularly, 1 am calling upon our citizens, who are living in very
d]fﬂcult conditions on’ Lhe UN Protectlon of Czwlrans s:tes to return

v home and | am mstructmg all state governors and the mmtary to

provide necessary conditions for the safe return of these citizens to,
their homes.

n Upper Nile, the security situation has Iargely lmproved and civilians

are beginmng to return home. The TGoNU plans to expedtte this
S/ ‘process. for crtlzens to return home in time for the planting season. For

example, in the Nasir area, citizens have begun to return to the town
following sustained security improvement there,

and_ civilians are beg!_f!._f]!_.Flg._\,tow_,\.r_‘;et_urn home .anvd____.t__he gove_rnm_ent is

blanning to reopen oilfields as a result of this stabilization..

__.--":Aroun-d Malakal, anti-peace elements stirred up @ security situation
/. recently when they ventured to attack SPLA positions and they were

neutralized. Now the situation has returned to normal.

e N

The security situation in Bahr el Ghazal is nermal. Around Wau and
/ Ragga towns, the Government is making efforts to completely pacify
the security situation there and to allow civilians to return to their

farms to prepare for the rainy season.



__f_.«"':The_.go.vern ment is aware of the failure of crops last year in the region
" and so steps are being taken to mitigate a potential famine there.
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1 would like to re-emphasize, the Government takes security very
seriously and in order to achieve the goal of making 2017 a year of
peace, stabilization of the security situation will take precedent. The
government will pursue peace through the National Dialogue and take
extreme measures to 'ne_utral_i_ze_--anti._’-pea;é elements anywhere.
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Rt. Honorable Speaker, Honorable Members,

The ‘third priority of the government is to reverse the downward
through recent changes in the Bank of South Sudan and Ministry of
Finance and Economic Planning. This team is working harmoniously to
coordinate policy actions to put a stop to the free fall of our economy.

. They are painstakingly working to rollout new economiic policy to
" rescue our economy and address fast depreciating value of our

I

currency. This team is working smoothly with the international financial

T

institutions to imiplement necessary financial reforms per the peace
agreement. The team is working hard to slowly build cur reserves and
recommend necessary actions to address. exchange rate instability.
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To support these efforts, the whole economic cluster is instructed to
work as one team to achieve macroeconomic stability in the country. |
recently appointed-a new Minister of Trade, Commerce and Investment

r__.--"'t-_o work on improving investment policy. Combined with our efforts to
" restore peace and stability in the country and address any security

challenges, we encourage investors to return to the country so that we

can build the economy together. We must make efforts to make
investment environment attractive so as fo boost foreign direct
investments in the-c_du;n'try, '_pa_r‘t‘icula'rl_y in'the agriculture sector,

_team are workmg tlrelessly to resume il productron in the:

-t-.\_..u._.__«..«._,,_._‘ .............

measures are executed with a sense of urgency, we Wl” be able to
recover economically much sooner than expected.

We appeal to our partners to resume development aCthtIES in the

country and to support the |mplementat|0n of the Peace Agreement

:_.“Those governments and agenc:es that have already come back and

JR S — —— .

| want to take this opportunity to personall'y thank and appreciate the

~Japanese Prime Minister, Shinzo Abe, and the Japanese government

and people for their continued support to the government and the
people of South Sudan through deveiopmental programs and _____ in the'
Secur!ty Council. -~ ~




{ am also grateful to the Japanese Amtassador to South Sudan, Mr. Kiya
Masahiko for his exemplary diplomatic engagement efforts, which have
strengthened bilateral relations between our countties. In this spirit, |
"am appealing to the Japanese Government to resume the important

wo;EFo_n e Ereadom aridge and Juba Water S

Rt. Honorable Speaker, Honorable Members,
The fourth obj'ecti've of'th'e 'goVer'n'ment i"s fo 'i'r'np'rc)ve its diplbm-atic.

‘h"_‘*‘—'“-‘---—-w...w.mw.,,._._r .....................................
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et _..‘.._...._...,.,_,_._.._._w-._-—--—"—

have also witnessed strengthened relat[onshlp with our 515terly-
country, the Republic. of _S_gg,gn-.. In other words, our country has good
working relations with all m_c'ountr_ie's as well as members of the
East African Community (EAC).

Moreover, our country'enjoys great'r'elation'sh'ip with the Arab Repn’zbl:ic

. Bt ol

contlnue to work closely w1th these countnes for mutualiy benefrmal
engagements.




We are hopeful that the election of the new African, Unioen Chair, H.E,
Alpha Konde President of the Republic of Guinea and the election of
AU Commassmn Chairperson, Former Foreign Minister of the: Republic
of Chad, H.E Moussajg_igi Mahamat will take our rel.a'tio_ns with the
African Union to new heights.

. The recent visit by His Majesty Mohamad VI, King of Morocco is a proof
of our growmg mﬂuence and connection to the whoie contment The

s e e

_South Sudan is normal We have SIgned numerous MOUs on trade and
investment as well as the agreement on the development of Ramciel,
the proposed national capital.

~ I'would like to take thi_e-opp.or-tu-nity to register my appreciation for the

__ { King’s visit and thank him for his field hospital donation, which has

'g served thousands of our people. This is the beginning of what we hope

' is’ going to be enduring bilateral relations between the Republic. of
South Sudan and the Kingdom of Morocco.

Rt. Honorable Speaker, Honarable Members,
/~ We must admit our relationship with the United Nations has not been

s_moo'tfh over the I'ast ‘three years Ho‘wever, ’Q}E& UN Secre tary_

hlm very c!osely to tmprove our relatronshlp wmth the UN system in
general The new head of UNMISS.is a!so someone | have confldent will

¢ =



While we are grateful for all the support we have received from the
pﬁternation_:a'_l community and the UN system in general, our main point
fof' contention with the UN has been that the Republic of South Suda'h

e o == ——

hOpe thls treatment will be put to an end and'a new course is charted
where this Republic is treated as equal member in the community of
nations.

The Republic of South Sudan is also prepared for an impro oved
dlpiomaWW|th taxes GLAmenca It is no secret-

deadl;pes We knaw that the ‘new US Adm_mgtrat:on wﬂk take a___

different d:rectlon on.South Sudan

a2 T AT
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lt'f' is therefore fitting, to reiterate that our priority is that South Sudan

,ser:ous[y aims to improve its image internationally and to strengthen
both multi-lateral and bilateral relatiohs. Towards this ‘end, | urge the
August House to support the Government’s efforts in realizing this
noble objective.
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Right Honorable Speaker, Honorable Members,

The four objectives { have just outlined are the key priorities of the

government in 2017. Your cooperation in achieving these priorities is
critical. Your role as the oversight body over the executive is very

important and my Government will ensure smooth working relationship

With you T'he role of the Leg-is'lature-i's not to oppose or'an'tagon'ize the

[t R

"transpa rentm

| am instructing all members of the cabinet to respond in a timely

" manner to parliamentary inquiries. | want to stress that summon by the

Legislature is not necessarily a rebuke of an individual minister but
rather an important part of a normal functioning democratic system.
This is the only way we can strengthen our democracy and the system
of checks and balance in our government.

Rt. Honorable Speaker, Honorable Members,

-+ want to conclude by reiterating my optimism for the year 2017 as a

year of peace and prosperity. We imust work together to ensure a
successful National Dialogue so as to achieve peace and reconciliation
among our people. We must put all our efforts together to ensure

stable security situation in-our country.
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We should collectively aligr our nolicies to achieve economic stability

Jand impreve our refations with other nations. If these priorities are

realized, peace, stability and prosperity will be restored in our beloved

country.

_'Mav God bless vou all and mav He also bless the Republic of South
" sudan.

1 now declare this August House open,

RS
i

~_ )

salva Kiir Mayardit,
President of the Republic of SSuth Sudan
Juba, South Sudan.
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Oh God.
We praise and glorify You
For Your grace on South Sudan,
Land of great abundance
Uphold us united in peace and harmony.

Oh motherland
We rise raising flag- with the guiding star
And s‘ing_sdng’s of freedom with joy;
For justice, liberty and prosperity
Shall forever more reign.

Oh great patriots
Let us stand up in silence and respect,
Saluting our martyrs whose blood
Cemented our national foundation,
We vow to protect our nation.
Oh God, bless South Sudan!



