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:.;:ur Exc.ellency, Dr. Workeneh Gebeyeh,
& Ch?="fl3erson of the IGAD Council of Ministers,

Fellow Members of the IGAD Council of Ministers.

Members of the IGAD Partners Forum

Representatives of AU, UN, EU, China, Japan and the TROIKA

Distinguished Ladies and Gentlemen

Yount Excellences, | wish to sincerely congratulate IGAD for its
PErsistence, for just over a year today, to executive the decision of
its .regional leaders as decided on the 17" June, 2017, that a
revitalization process be steered for the Parties to the Agreement on
Fhe Resolution of the Conflict in the Republic of South Sudan (ARCSS)
!n order to restore permanent Ceasefire, ensure full and inclusive
implementation of the ARCSS and determine realistic timeline for the
conduct of free, fair and democratic elections at the end of the
transition in the Republic of South Sudan.

Honorable Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen, from the time IGAD
commenced the process in July, 2017, the TGoNU consistently
associated itself with determination and focus as per the set
objectives and its position on the issues of contention between the
Parties has always been driven by those objectives. Occasionally the
TGoNU encountered and expressed frustration over the insistence of
the Opposition to indulge on issues of no relevance to the objectives
of this very important process. And admittedly, it has occasionally
blamed IGAD for having failed to focus the Opposition and direct

them to observe the objectives of the HLRF.
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Honorable Chairperson, distinguished representatives of the IGAD

Member States and all the valuable Parties of this process, the
TGoNU has come to this final session of the HLRF with its full force to
return to Juba with Pegce for the people of South Sudan. It strongly
believes that the Outstanding issues identified in both Chapter 1 on
Governance and Chapter 2 on Security Arrangements are matters for
negotiation and matters upon which this august IGAD Council of
Ministers can genuinely finalize. It would be severely disappointing

fail to present to the Summit of the IGAD Heads of State and
Government with recommends that would enable the leaders to

conclude peace for the people of South Sudan today and not
tomorrow.

Honorable Chairperson, Ladies and Gentlemen, President Salva Kiir
Mayardit accepted to have a face-to-face meeting with his brother,
the rebel leader Dr. Riek Machar Teny, under the auspices of IGAD

Chairperson Dr. Abiye Ahmed, the Prime Minister of the Federal
Democratic Republic of Ethiopia, against all odds.

The face-to face meeting which took place yesterday, 20"
2018, in the Palace of the government of the People’s F

Democratic Republic of Ethiopia proved beyond any doybt the urge
and the strong desire of President Salva for the return of peace to

South Sudan in order to stop the sufferings and destruction this
senseless war has imposed on the people of South Sudan The
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meeting vt s only logical that the extraordinary face-to-face

Acaecar ween the two South Sudanese Leaders happen here and
ssarily at the final session of the HLRF. The TGoNU leadership

intended to encourage the Opposition to accept peace In favour of

Opposition, return to build their nascent country, provide services 1o

their people and build the nation they fought for over 50 years.

urable Chairperson, Fellow Ministers and distinguished Ladies

and Gentlemen, on behalf of my government | call upon you to see
sense and approve the ‘Revised Bridging Proposal with logical and

justifiable amendments to help the IGAD Heads of State and
Government conclude on a ‘Revitalized ARCSS’ as they decided In

June, 2017.
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