TWIC EAST COMMUNITY ASSOCIATION, JUBA SOUTH SUDAN
Ref/TECCA/01-June/2024
Zth June 2024

H.E Mahjoub Biel Turuk

Governor, Jonglei State

Ref: Response to Invitation for Jonglei State Intellectuals’ Forum Meeting

Your Excellency,

Congratulations on your appointment and the trust bestowed upon you by the President of

the Republic of South Sudan, H.E. President Salva Kiir Mayaradit. As you undertake the

responsibility of leading Jonglei State, the Twic East Community extends its best wishes for

a successful tenure characterized by inclusive participation and visionary actions to ensure

the prosperity of our people and the state.

We are writing in response to a letter by Ustaz Ali Atem Diing, the Director General of the

Jonglei State Coordination Office, circulating on social media, concerning a meeting

scheduled for June 8th, 2024, at Palm Africa. The meeting aims to address the looming flood,

oil exploration, and updates on ARC road construction. The list of invitees includes members
from the Twic East, Duk, and Bor communities, which raises several important points:

1. Ifthis meeting is intended for Jonglei State Intellectuals, it should include representatives
from both the Dinka and Nuer communities, reflecting the state’s current administrative
structure.

2. If the meeting is focused on Dinka Intellectuals within Jonglei, it should incorporate
individuals from Bor, Twic, Duk, and Pigi counties.

3. As the governor, sworn to uphold the laws of the land, you are aware that the state’s
structure follows the hierarchy of Boma, Payam, County, and State.

4. Regarding the term "Greater Bor," the Twic East Community has, in conferences held in
Juba on October 30t, 2022, and recently at Twic East Conference Panyangor from 10th to

13t March 2024, publicly denounced any association with this defunct and inactive
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entity. We respectfully request that the Twic East Community not be invited under this
umbrella.

5. The list of invitees from the Twic East Community does not comprehensively represent
our intellectuals. Future engagements should involve our input to curate a more
representative list.

6. Issues such as floods, oil exploration, and road construction affect all Dinka counties in
Jonglei and many Nuer counties as well. Hence, the meeting should be more inclusive,
participatory, and consultative.

The Twic East Community Conference in Panyangor has already discussed and provided

resolutions on oil exploration, infrastructure development, and flood management. These

resolutions, attached herewith, represent our community’s stance, having been formulated
with input from community leaders, chiefs, intellectuals, political figures, youth, women, and
diaspora representatives.

Our community respects the current governmental structure from Boma to State and

recognizes the distinct identities of the Nuer and Dinka in different counties. The concept of

"Greater Bor" has become obsolete with the creation of additional counties. Since the BMC

meeting on October 30th, 2022, and the Twic East Community Conference from 10t to 13th

March 2024, the Twic East Community ceased to recognize or participate in gatherings

under that name.

Nevertheless, the Twic East Community remains committed to the unity of the Dinka in

Jonglei's Pigi, Duk, Twic, and Bor counties, as well as the unity between the Dinka and Nuer

communities within Jonglei State. We believe unity must be reflected in our words and deeds.

Yours Sincergly,

m. Bior Ajan;'gcbuot

Chairperson of Twic East Community Association

Juba, Republic of South Sudan

Cc. Ustaz Atem Diing, Director General, Jonglei State Coordination Office - Juba
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